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Hello.
We’d like to update you on our plans for
Birds and Bees and give you the latest on
how we are working to ensure we can
support your teaching. We know that these
are uncertain times for us all and that
things are very changeable at present. We
remain committed to ensuring that your
pupils experience the high-quality theatre
and training that Theatre Centre is
renowned for, whether your school is fully
open, partially open or partially closed.
After consultation with teachers and school
leaders, and the current guidance on live
performance, unfortunately it is clear that it
won’t be possible to tour a live version of
Birds and Bees until after Easter 2021 at
the earliest. However, we’re really excited
to oﬀer schools a high-quality film of Birds
and Bees, which will be available from

Our actors can’t be with you in person
but we can make the film an experience
that will connect with your students and
tell a powerful, relatable and unforgettable
story. The film will be designed and
rehearsed as a film from the start so it will
be much higher quality than a filmed
performance.
Birds and Bees is linked to the
curriculum and will enable teachers to
facilitate complex conversations in a
creative and accessible way, ensuring
that your school can meet the new
framework for teaching Relationship and
Sex Education (RSE) which becomes
compulsory in the coming academic year.

2nd November, together with a package of
lessons plans, workshops, Q&As and other
resources.
To book, talk to Niamh Parker-Whitehead on niamh@theatre-centre.co.uk / 0207 729 3066
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Film Package

Cost

Your booking will be for the Digital
Package which will include:

• £490 State secondary schools
• £440 State secondary schools with

• Film (60 minutes) unlimited access from
•
•
•
•
•
•

2nd November to end of summer term
2021
Live Q&A with the creatives exploring
the design and creative process, plus
your chance to ask any questions
Filmed short feature on making a stage
play into a film
6 Drama lesson plans plus all resources
6 PSHE lesson plans plus all resources
6 English lesson plans plus all
resources
Live zoom workshop with actors for up
to 60 students (45 minutes)

Pupil Premium Eligibility (PPE) of 40%
or above

• £740 Independent schools
Additional workshops can be booked at
an extra cost of £200 per workshop
(capacity 60 students). All prices are
subject to VAT.
We are happy to create bespoke
packages to fit in with your school's
timetable; our ability to do this is limited
by Covid-19 currently but please do get in
touch if you'd like to discuss options.

To book, talk to Niamh Parker-Whitehead on niamh@theatre-centre.co.uk / 0207 729 3066
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Wrap Around Resources
We are increasing our usual wrap-around
oﬀer as we know how hard it is to
manage the additional pressures on your
time at the moment. We are aiming to
save you and your colleagues planning
time, particularly if some or all of your
students are learning at home. You will
receive 6 quality assured, full lesson
plans per subject area for Drama, PSHE
and English to ensure Birds and Bees is
embedded into your scheme of work. All
curriculum-linked lesson plans are
designed specifically for Yr 10 & Yr 11
students and are adaptable for Yr 9 if
required.
In addition to prerecorded material
including a Q&A with the creative team,
you will also receive a live workshop
facilitated by two actors, lasting for 45
mins and with capacity for up to 60
students. All our online workshops will
take place on zoom or skype if your
school doesn’t use zoom, in a password
secure platform.
We also provide support guidance and
practical information to help you create a
safe learning environment for your
students, whether delivered in the
classroom or on-line, and to help get the
most out of our wrap-around lesson
plans. This will include on-line briefing
sessions to take you through the lesson
plans.

PSHE Lessons
1. Identifying Characters and their
Relationships
2. Characteristics of Healthy
Relationships
3. Recognising Social Influence (online
and physical)
4. Managing Risk
5. Communication Strategies
6. Choices and Pathways: Support
Networks & Professional Support
Drama Lessons
1. Breaking Down the Text (analysis)
2. Analysing Contexts: Social, Cultural,
and Historical
3. Interpreting Meaning
4. Theatre Terminology
5. Creative Team: Roles &
Responsibilities
6. Writing a Review: An Analysis &
Evaluation of Birds & Bees
English Lessons
1. Structural Analysis: What Makes a
Story Work
2. Identifying Themes
3. Critical Reading and Text
Investigation
4. Evaluating Language
5. Write a Review: Eﬀectiveness of
Writing
6. Persuasive Presentation (personal
response / view of importance of
story today)

To book, talk to Niamh Parker-Whitehead on niamh@theatre-centre.co.uk / 0207 729 3066

-3-

Written by Prof L Ventricle

Biology and Anatomy Vol .1

Supporting Curriculum Learning
From September 2020, teaching
Relationship and Sex Education (RSE)
becomes compulsory. Birds and Bees is
linked to the curriculum and will enable
teachers to facilitate complex
conversations in a creative and
accessible way.
Birds and Bees also has strong links to
the wider Personal, Social and Health
Education (PSHE) Curriculum including
Health, Wellbeing and Relationships.
The production is an opportunity for
GCSE Drama students to fulfil their 'Live
Theatre Production' evaluation and review
We are an Arts Award Supporter and
Artsmark Partner, our productions are
suitable for students working towards all
levels of Arts Award.

Birds and Bees is written by award
winning writer Charlotte Josephine,
recently listed as one of Theatre Weekly's
10 'Rising Stars of 2020'.
It dramatises contemporary issues
around relationships and consent in an
exciting artistic form featuring a specially
commissioned soundtrack.
The film will be accompanied by a free
copy of the script, learning resources,
lesson plans, video Q&As with creatives
and an optional free postshow
discussion. Our workshops develop your
students' storytelling, devising and
analytical skills led by professional actors.
We've been creating top-class theatre in
schools for almost 70 years!

Who Is It For?
The production is suitable for
Yrs 10-13 (ages 14+). But if you'd
like to book for Yr 9’s then please get
in touch to chat through the issues
raised in the play to assess
appropriateness for your students.
Fig. 4 - Brit School Students

To book, talk to Niamh Parker-Whitehead on niamh@theatre-centre.co.uk / 0207 729 3066
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Birds and Bees
by Charlotte Josephine

Directed by Rob Watt
For ages 14+
Fig..2 - Charlotte Josephine

About the Film
One click and it’s gone too far, far too
fast.
As explicit photos of the school’s ‘it’
couple go viral, and real-world
consequences of online life spread, so
do everyone’s opinions.
Leilah is starting to wonder if her
Instagram feels more like a burden than
‘living her best life’.
Aarron is learning how to be a man
online and it’s starting to feel toxic.
Maisy’s not that into sex, thank you very
much. So why’s everyone always talking
about it?
Billy’s queer and proud, accepted by
their friends but ignored by the
education system. They’re tired of
feeling invisible.
Can these four friends break through the
noise and make real change oﬄine?

Hello from the writer:
Sex education in Britain is often a topic
of heated debate. How to be inclusive
and informative, whilst age appropriate,
without oﬀending or startling anyone.
I want to embrace the messy nuances
and present some sticky questions about
sex education.
I don’t have all the answers. I can ask
some of the questions, in a theatrical
way that excites and empowers an
audience of young people.
It’s my hope that every student will see
themselves on stage, and through my
characters will feel encouraged to
explore the topics with their teachers in a
safe and creative way.

To book, talk to Niamh Parker-Whitehead on niamh@theatre-centre.co.uk / 0207 729 3066
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Creative Team

Charlotte Josephine Rob Watt

Xana

Writer

Director

Sound Designer & Composer

Charlotte is an award-winning
writer and actor.

Rob is the Artistic Director
(interim) of Theatre Centre and
Birds and Bees is his inaugural
production for the company.

Xana is a live-loop musician,
sound designer working in
theatre and poet.

Their acclaimed debut play
Bitch Boxer won the Soho
Theatre Young Writers Award
2012 and premiered at the
Edinburgh Festival ahead of
touring extensively in the UK
and abroad.

As Associate of Headlong
Theatre, he recently directed
the acclaimed new play Acts of
Resistance by Stef Smith at
Bristol Old Vic.

“Director Rob Watt has done
Recently Charlotte won the
inaugural BBC Screenplay First a sterling job.”
Award and was included on the **** The Stage.
BBC New Talent Hotlist.
He previously headed up the
Their latest play, Pops,
young people’s team at the
premiered at the 2019 HighTide National Theatre, was a Lead
Festival and Edinburgh Festival Artist at Lyric Hammersmith, an
Fringe where it won The Stage Artist Mentor at the Barbican
Award.
and was Associate Director at
Immediate Theatre.

Xana’s recent work includes the
acclaimed Fairview by jackie
sibblies drury (Young Vic)
“Xana's superlative sound
design.”
***** The Upcoming
Xana’s other work includes:
Travis Alabanzas’ Burgerz
(Ovalhouse / Traverse)

“Breaks all the rules that
writers are taught. Plays are
not meant to look like this. ”
**** The Guardian.

Charlotte was listed as one of
Theatre Weekly’s 10 'Rising
Stars of 2020’.
To book, talk to Niamh Parker-Whitehead on niamh@theatre-centre.co.uk / 0207 729 3066
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What Can I Expect From a
Theatre Centre Production?
Theatre Centre , an Arts Council England
National Portfolio Organisation with almost
seventy years’ experience, and are
dedicated to creating bold and relevant
theatre for teenage and wider audiences.
We work with children and young people in
schools and other settings across the UK.

“The quality of the work
is always exceptional,
from the writing to the
performance itself.”
Teacher, William Ellis School
Fig. 3 - The Boarder

All of our plays are tailor-made from
scratch. We commission the most exciting
writers to make new work with us and
nothing is edited or ‘cut-back’ to fit our
productions into your school. We’re
passionate about this; we don’t believe
theatre should be any less than its intended
artistic quality and impact, just because it’s
in a school or made for young audiences.
All of the actors and workshop facilitators
hold enhanced DBS checks and are trained
to facilitate workshops and discussions
both in person and online.

Fig. 5

To book, talk to Niamh Parker-Whitehead on niamh@theatre-centre.co.uk / 0207 729 3066
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