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The Unlikely Tales of Molly Moonshine 
Welcome to Resource Pack 

The Unlikely Tales of Molly Moonshine is a storytelling performance; it will have 
you joining in with a song (and even perhaps a dance!), shaking your head in 
disbelief, wiping away a tear and smiling like a cat who’s got the cream as Molly 
looks back and remembers – more or less accurately – the loves, laughs and 
losses that have shaped her extraordinary journey on the road of life.  
 
This performance ,with this pack, provides a wealth of material to support the 
literacy programmes in your school, using storytelling in a variety of forms and 
demonstrating how language can be used effectively to engage an audience. 
The piece also encourages the use of strong and creative description to conjure 
pictures in the audience’s imaginations.  
  
These resources are designed to assist the integration of this piece beyond the 
performance and into the classroom, providing stimulus to explore literacy in 
Key Stage 1 in a dynamic and creative way. It will cover Reading, Writing, 
Speaking and Listening.  
 



The Unlikely Tales of Molly Moonshine 
Scheme of Work 

Learning Objective Introductio
n 

Main 
Activity 

Plenary Resources 

Aim 1 I can retell the story in 
my own words. 

Story Recall Storyboarding Sharing Slide 6 printed for 
students 
Camera 
Large empty room 

Aim 2 I can use adjectives to 
describe people and 
settings.  

Adjectives: 
Describing 
Molly 

Descriptive 
Writing 

Group 
Quiz 

Slides 8, 10 & 12 
printed for students 
Large empty room 
Selection of objects 

Aim 3 I can use verbs and 
connectives to make 
interesting sentences.  

Subjects and 
Verbs 

Connective 
Sentences 

Replacing 
„and‟ 

Slide 17 printed for 
students 

Aim 4 I can plan a story. Character 
Creation 

Story Structure Sharing Slides 22, 23, 25, 26 
printed for students 
Large empty room 

Aim 5 I can use my planning 
to help me write an 
interesting story.  

Story 
Development 

Writing  Sharing Slides 29, 30, 31 
printed for students 
Music 
Mood Lighting 

Symbols to indicate differentiated activities:                   = More Able Children              = Less Able Children 



Introductory Activity 

 
Stand in a circle and think about Molly and the stories she has told you. 
Think about the one you remember the most.  
 
Using your body create a still image to tell us what you 
remember. Think of it like a photograph – a moment in time frozen.  

 
Going around the circle – see if you can 
guess what other people‟s images are. 
 
Do you all remember different things?  

 

Aim 1 The Unlikely Tales of Molly Moonshine  
I can retell the story in my own words. 

+ 



Main Activity 
 
 
 

Working in small groups, children should create six still images or freeze frames that tell 
Molly‟s story.  They should then take photographs of these to create a comic strip on the 

next page.  

Or 
Children will draw their own comic strip to tell Molly‟s story.  

 

 
 
 

Working in small groups children will create six still images or freeze frames that tell 
Molly‟s story.  They will then take photographs of these to create a comic strip on the 
next page. They will then add sentences below each picture to tell the story.   

Or 
 Children will draw their own comic strip to tell Molly‟s story.  

They will then add sentences below each picture to tell the story.   

 
 
 

The Unlikely Tales of Molly Moonshine  
I can retell the story in my own words. 

Aim 1 



Molly is pegging clothes on 
the line when she starts 
talking to some children.  

 
 

 
 

The Unlikely Tales of Molly Moonshine  
I can retell the story in my own words. 

Aim 1 



Plenary 
 
 

Where groups have created freeze frames, children can be asked to either 
repeat what they‟ve created in front of the class or share their photographs. 

Q. Why does this tell a good story? 
Children can be asked whether they are happy to share what they have put in 

the first box.  
Q. Why is this important? Has anyone put anything different? 

Repeat for other boxes.  
 
 
 

As above plus… 
Children can be asked to share a sentence they are proud of.  

Q. Why is this a good sentence?  

The Unlikely Tales of Molly Moonshine  
I can retell the story in my own words. 

Aim 1 



The Unlikely Tales of Molly Moonshine  
I can use adjectives to describe  

people and settings. 

Chatty 

Imaginative 

Activity 
Sheet 

Introductory Activity 
 

Adjectives describe people, places and things. They help the reader get a clear picture of 
what is being described. For example:  
 

Molly is pegging out colourful clothes on an old washing line.  
 

Colourful and old are adjectives.  
 
Now that you‟ve met Molly Moonshine, what words would you use to describe her? 
Write them around the picture of Molly below: 

 
 

+ 



Main Activity  
 
In a big empty space (such as an empty classroom or school hall) children walk 
around the room, moving in lots of different directions. The teacher will shout 
“Let‟s...” and suggests an activity. Children then reply “Yes let‟s” and do what was 
suggested.  
 
E.g.   Teacher says “Let‟s jump up and down” 
  Children say “Yes let‟s” 
  The class jump up and down until another instruction is given and  
  so the game goes on...  
 
The last instruction to be given by the teacher for this lesson should be “Let‟s 
pretend we‟re on the moon”. Once everyone is doing this ask them to describe the 
place; Q. What can they see, hear, feel? etc. 
 
Answers to be written on a board / large sheet of paper  

The Unlikely Tales of Molly Moonshine  
I can use adjectives to describe  

people and settings. 

Aim 2 

+ 



Draw a picture of your adventure to the moon below. Around the outside write 
words that describe the things in your picture.  

The Unlikely Tales of Molly Moonshine  
I can use adjectives to describe  

people and settings. 

Activity 
Sheet 

+ 



Children will then use the words around their 
pictures to create sentences.  
 
Here’s an example: 
 
Look at the picture to the right. The word 
‘dark’ has been used to describe part of the 
picture. To change this into a sentence we 
must think about what it is that is being  
described (in this case the sky).  
 
The sentence then becomes: 
 
The sky is dark.  
 
Children proceed to try writing a sentence for 
each of their own six words.  

Dark 

The Unlikely Tales of Molly Moonshine  
I can use adjectives to describe  

people and settings. 

Aim 2 



Dear… 

Now you have visited the moon write a postcard to a friend or family 
member telling them what it is like.  

Use the picture and the words you wrote down earlier to help you.  

The Unlikely Tales of Molly Moonshine  
I can use adjectives to describe  

people and settings. 

Activity 
Sheet 



Plenary 
 
In groups of five, children will take it in turns to list adjectives that 
describe an object that the teacher has placed in front of them. Everyone 
must give at least one adjective.  
 
Children then swap their list with another group.  
The aim is to guess what they were describing...  
Q. Did „Group A‟ guess correctly what your object was?  
 
E.g.  Red 
  Shiny 
  Round 
  Crunchy 
  Smooth 

   
Q. What words made it easier to guess?  
Q. Why were these words good?  

The Unlikely Tales of Molly Moonshine  
I can use adjectives to describe  

people and settings. 

Aim 2 

+ 



The Unlikely Tales of Molly Moonshine  
I can use verbs and connectives to  

make interesting sentences.  

Introductory Activity 
 

A sentence is a group of words that make sense on their own.  
A sentence must contain a verb and a subject.   
 
E.g. Molly dances with the children.  
 
Molly is the subject and dances is the verb.  
The subject tells us who or what the sentence is about.  
The verb is the „doing‟ word – it tells us what is happening.  
 
 
    Children are to try acting out the following sentence: 
 
    Molly is searching for her note in lots of bags.  
  
    Q. Who or what are you pretending to be? This is the subject. 

    Q. What are you pretending to do? This is the verb.  

 
    Molly is searching for her note in lots of bags.  

Aim 3 

+ 



Children can now try acting out these sentences: 
 
 Molly wrote it down on a piece of paper! 
 
 She‟s helping God with the washing up. 
 
 The wind made the washing line sway.  
 
Let’s make this final sentence more interesting by adding adjectives. 
 
  The ____________ wind made the washing line sway __________. 
 
 
Some suggestions: 
 
strong violently gently  soft   powerful   calm 
fierce lightly  soft   mightily 

 
 

The Unlikely Tales of Molly Moonshine  
I can use verbs and connectives to  

make interesting sentences.  

Aim 3 

+ 



Main Activity 
 
To make sentences longer and more interesting we use connectives.  
Connectives link two simple sentences together to form one longer, more interesting 
sentence.  
 
Here are some examples of connective words: 
 
 for    and    nor    but    or      
 yet    so   after   although  as     
 because   before   if    though   unless    
 until   when   whenever  whereas    while  
 
Here is an example of using a connective word to link two sentences together: 
 

 „Molly went for a walk and got wet.‟ 
 
The original sentences would have been: 
 

Molly went for a walk. She got wet.  -  „and‟ is the connective word. 
 

The Unlikely Tales of Molly Moonshine  
I can use verbs and connectives to  

make interesting sentences.  

Aim 3 

+ 



Now see if you can identify the connective in each sentence: 
 
 

There was no jelly at the party so I didn‟t think much to that. 
 

I wanted to ask you a question but I‟ve forgotten what it was.  
 

Molly noticed the children as she turned around.  
 

She left the classroom when the wind changed direction. 
 

She went to the palace where she had tea with the Queen.  
 

 
 

The Unlikely Tales of Molly Moonshine  
I can use verbs and connectives to  

make interesting sentences.  

Activity 
Sheet 

+ 



Did you get them right?  
What would the two sentences have been originally? 
 
 - There was no jelly at the party so I didn‟t think much to that. 
 
 - I wanted to ask you a question but I‟ve forgotten what it was.  
 
 - Molly noticed the children as she turned around.  
 
 - She left the classroom when the wind changed direction. 
 
 - She went to the palace where she had tea with the Queen.  

 
Choose a connective and write it here: _____________ 
 
Now try writing your own sentence using this word.  
 
_______________________________________________________ 

The Unlikely Tales of Molly Moonshine  
I can use verbs and connectives to  

make interesting sentences.  

Aim 3 

+ 



Plenary 
 

There are too many ‘ands’ in the paragraph below. Lets see if we can use the 
connective words below to make the paragraph more interesting.  

 
Molly is pegging out clothes on a washing line and she notices the children and 
starts talking to them. She says she was blown here by the wind and needs to 
ask the children a question and she can‟t remember what it is. She remembers 
she wrote it on a piece of paper and she can‟t remember where the paper is.  
 
As she searches for it she finds three flowers and inspires her to tell a story, 
sing a song and dance a dance.  
 
Molly continues to search for the piece of paper. It is not in the bags and up the 
children's jumpers.  Eventually she finds it in her hat. It says “ask them to 
remember you” because Molly is scared of being forgotten.  
She asks the children to remember her and says that she will remember them 
and the wind starts to change direction so it is time for Molly to say goodbye.  
 
 
when   but    however   which   then   nor 

The Unlikely Tales of Molly Moonshine  
I can use verbs and connectives to  

make interesting sentences.  

Aim 3 

+ 



Read through the story together. Children are to suggest words for each slot. 
  

 
Molly is pegging out clothes on a washing line ________ she notices the children 
and starts talking to them. She says she was blown here by the wind and needs 
to ask the children a question _______ she can‟t remember what it is. She 
remembers she wrote it on a piece of paper _______she can‟t remember where 
the paper is.  
 
As she searches for it she finds three flowers _______ inspires her to tell a 
story, sing a song and dance a dance.  
 
Molly continues to search for the piece of paper. It is not in the bags _______ up 
the children's jumpers.  Eventually she finds it in her hat. It says “ask them to 
remember you” because Molly is scared of being forgotten.  
She asks the children to remember her and says that she will remember them   
______the wind starts to change direction so it is time for Molly to say goodbye.  

when 

but 
however 

  which 

  nor 

then 

The Unlikely Tales of Molly Moonshine  
I can use verbs and connectives to  

make interesting sentences.  

Aim 3 

+ 



The final aim of this scheme is for the class to create a book that tells 
the stories of Molly‟s adventures. Each child will aim to write their own 
story to contribute to the book.  
 
In each story Molly will meet a new character, this could be a character 
Molly has spoken of, such as St Patrick or the Queen of the Fairies, or 
the character could be created from scratch.  
 
Children will start by creating this character… 

Aim 4 The Unlikely Tales of Molly Moonshine  
I can plan a story. 



Name: 
 
Age: 
 
Home: 
 
Family: 
 
Likes: 
 
Dislikes: 
 
History: 
 
 
 
 

Picture:  

Introductory Activity 
Create a passport for your character 

Activity 
Sheet 

The Unlikely Tales of Molly Moonshine  
I can plan a story. 

+ 



Think about the first time Molly meets your character. 
Now create your own conversation between Molly and your character. 
 

A conversation between Molly and ___________ 

The Unlikely Tales of Molly Moonshine  
I can plan a story. 

Activity 
Sheet 

+ 



Main Activity 
 

This is to be a teacher led exercise with the class. The teacher will ask students to provide 
suggestions for the gaps. The class can complete their own version for Molly and their character.  

 
Character Name 1:     A chatty Irish woman called Molly____________________
       met 
Character Name 2: _______________________________________________ 
       at 
Place Name:   _______________________________________________. 
       It was 
Weather Description: _______________________________________________. 
       Character 1 said 
Character 1 said:  _______________________________________________. 
       Character 2 said 
Character 2 said:  _______________________________________________. 
       Then character 1 
Character 1 did:  _______________________________________________. 
       Character 2 responded by 
Character 2 did:   _______________________________________________. 
       Then 

Conclusion: ________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________. 

The Unlikely Tales of Molly Moonshine  
I can plan a story. 

Aim 4 

+ 



Working in pairs children will read their stories together, taking it in turns to read 
a line each. 
 
They will then be encouraged to talk about both stories, considering:  
 
Q. What is good about my story? 
 
 
 
 
 
Q. What else should happen in my story? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Children can then use the story mountain on the next slide to help them plan the 
structure of their story. They will aim to write at least one interesting sentence 
for each stage of the story.  

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

The Unlikely Tales of Molly Moonshine  
I can plan a story. 

Aim 4 

+ 



You can use connectives 
to make your sentences 
more interesting. 

The story mountain helps 
you remember each 
stage. 

Plenary: Once you have finished your story you will share your ideas with the group. Think 
carefully about what makes a good opening, build up, problem, resolution and ending.  

Activity 
Sheet 

The Unlikely Tales of Molly Moonshine  
I can plan a story. 



Introductory Activity 
 
Now we‟re ready to create the story book. Firstly children should remind themselves of their 
ideas so far.  This is a teacher led exercise that will require a large clear space such as a 
school hall or playground.  

The Unlikely Tales of Molly Moonshine  
I can use my planning to help me  

write an interesting story.  

• Ask students to read through their character description. 
 

• Now ask them to find a space in the room and create a 
freeze frame of their character. They should think about 
how that character would stand, what they might be 
doing, etc.  
 

• Now ask them to walk around the room as that character; 
Q. How do they move?  
 

• Finally ask them to give their character a voice. Ask them 
to experiment with saying “Hello I‟m (name of character)”  
 

• Once they are happy with their voice ask them to 
approach another character and introduce themselves, 
remembering their movement as well as voice. 

 

Aim 5 

+ 



Main Activity 
 

• In pairs, ask the students to read through the plans for their stories.  
• Now ask them to read the conversations they wrote together. They should do this a 

number of times and when they are comfortable with it add in the features of the 
characters – movement and voice. This should form the opening scene of their story.  
 

Using this scene as inspiration and using the story mountain they have already completed 
students should now write their story... 
 

 
Complete the story board with pictures to tell your story. Add a couple of sentences to 

explain what is going on in each picture.  
 
 

Students should start their story in the style of a „Big Write‟.  Calming music should be 
playing and the lighting altered to make the classroom more magical (consider fairy lights or 

lava lamps). Ask them to write their story on the template provided and explain it will be 
made into a book.  

 

Plenary 
 

Collect the stories together and stick them into a scrapbook or similar. This book can then be 
used for story time, making sure that every child's story gets read. Further work could be 
based on these new stories.  
 

The Unlikely Tales of Molly Moonshine  
I can use my planning to help me  

write an interesting story.  

Aim 5 



_________________ by _____________ 
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The Unlikely Tales of Molly Moonshine 
 

Creative Team:  
Writer: Brendan Murray 

Director: Lawrence Evans 
Designer: Sophia Lovell Smith 

Production Manager: Mark Lovell  
 

Theatre Centre  
Artistic Director: Natalie Wilson 

 
Theatre Centre tours new plays across England which connect with young 
audiences, inspire their creativity and reflect their diversity. The company 
invests in new collaborations with writers and teachers to create theatre 
which is pioneering and truthful, providing young people with a space for 

learning and artistic achievement. 
 

Theatre Centre, Shoreditch Town Hall, 380 Old Street, London, EC1V 9LT 
admin@theatre-centre.co.uk   www.theatre-centre.co.uk     Twitter: @TCLive 

      T: 020 7729 3066     F: 020 7739 9741      
    


