
 

  
  

  
 

Education Resources:  

Geography: Session plans 

 



Learning Objective: To understand how much or little we in the UK relate to 

natural disasters and explore what makes a natural disaster newsworthy. 

Materials: Large Empty Room, Pens, Paper 

• In small groups note down the natural 
disasters you remember and why? What 
constitutes a natural disaster? Do any 
images come to mind?  

• Create three images of the human aspect of 
these disasters. Think about the physical, 
emotional and societal impact of the 
disaster. 

• In each image each performer should have a 
movement to convey the emotion of the 
character.  

• Using a sample of music/sound as stimulus 
each group should explore how they can 
make the transitions between images. Think 
about the use of rhythm and repeated 
movement.  

• Share scenes and discuss - At what point is 
a natural disaster newsworthy? How many 
must be killed/injured/etc? How close to 
home must it be? 

How relevant are natural disasters to us in the UK? 



• On your own imagine your house is flooding, you 
have to leave and you can only take 4 items with 
you. What would they be? Write these down. 

• In groups of 3 and 4 consider what help you 
would expect in this situation and who would be 
providing it. E.g. friends, family, government, 
armed forces, etc.  Make a list.  

• Now in your groups imagine that none of this 
help is coming but you still need to leave town 
because you are running out of food and the 
water around you is toxic. You have the items 
you all chose to save from your house – what 
would you do? 

• Read the quotation opposite taken from The Day 
The Waters Came. What images does this make 
you think of? Where in the world do you think 
this is from? 

• In groups consider that this is from a survivor 
from Hurricane Katrina, New Orleans, USA – the 
richest country in the world. What reasons can 
you think of that help might not have arrived? 
Which of these are acceptable reasons? Which 
are not?   

• Read on through these pages  and look at this 
video to find out more about the way the US 
government and authorities handled the 
Hurricane Katrina crisis.  

Debate: Where does help come from? 

“Everything grey. No green. No birds, no kids, no dogs. 

I don’t sleep without tablets. I never been on anxiety 

pills before. High winds make me jump and sudden 

noise have my eyelids flying open in the darkest of 

nights.  Watch old CNN footage of desperate people 

on roof tops waving sheets saying Help Us. And that 

was us. We those people on the TV.  And I can’t move 

on with my life. I’m stuck. I can find no sense.  No 

future. Why didn’t they come to help us? What did we 

do? The richest country in the world and we died 

abandoned in toxic water, our toes touching the lives 

we thought we knew.” 



One of the main points of dispute that remains between the Southern Regions is the decision of Gretna’s local 
authorities to close the Crescent City Connection; a bridge that many New Orleanians were using to try and leave the 
city. Gretna police sealed off the bridge to prevent people entering their city and used shotguns to maintain order.  
There is much feeling that there was a racial motive to this. One citizen who was trapped on the bridge tells; “A group 
of people trying to leave a city that’s predominantly African American. And you have the officers who were white. 
That’s the way it appears. And in that situation that’s the way you feel. We weren’t given any information as to why 
we couldn’t leave.” 
Gretna’s Mayor who supported the Police Chief in the decision to close the bridge defends their decision; “The crowd 
was desperate. The crowd had gone through some unbelievable sights and sounds and devastation [in the] 
hurricane. And I understand they were looking for safety and security. Something that I could not provide. It was as 
simple as that.” 
He also explained how he needed to protect his people; “So, this environment of police officers being shot, citizens 
lying dead in the street, images of looting going on in the city of New Orleans made me realize that our community 
was in a crisis of far greater proportion than just of the hurricane.” 
But the city turned everyone away, including women and children, to make sure that no one causing mayhem got 
through. They were prevented from crossing their own bridge. Gretna’s Police Chief explains "We had no more to 
offer here than they did in New Orleans. We did not have food. We did not have water. We did not have shelters 
here."  
Oliver Thomas, president of the New Orleans City Council, replies “We weren't asking for food, water or shelter. We 
were asking for the ability to walk out of New Orleans.“ 

Debate: Crescent City Connection 
• Read through the text 
• Split into two groups, one defending the decision to close the Crescent City Connection and one 

opposing it. In those groups take 10-15 minutes to note down the key points you wish to make in a 
debate to defend/oppose the decision.  

• Returning to the whole group take it in turns to share your points, allowing chance for the other team 
to respond.  



Who were the heroes?  

 
In groups of three or four list the qualities you would consider someone to have to call them a hero.  
Read the article above, from this and any other knowledge you have about Hurricane Katrina, discuss who you consider 
the heroes to be. 
 
Now read the two sections of the script below, consider the arguments for and against Maya’s brother Louis being a 
hero.  
 
Extract 1 

MAYA: You from round here? I don’t know you. 
MILTON: I know your brother. Louis. 
MAYA: You do? Then you know he on remand in jail. 
MILTON: He still wearing that red bandana? 
 
Extract 2 

PATIENT: A young guy swam, pushing me on a tyre. We heard  them, under the roof, calling out. He said he 
 had to make a choice and I was it.  
MOM: You know his name? 
PATIENT: Just a young guy, wearing a red neckerchief round his head.  

Hero: A man(or woman) admired for his achievements and noble qualities. One 

that shows great courage.  


